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Parish explanation of share (explanation of priest’s ministry)
(Little Marsden 2017)
















What do you get for your weekly gift?

In short, the answer is “Ministry”. Ministry is the means by which the life of Jesus is continually experienced in the Church. Ministry is God using the people of his Church to communicate his love. To make the ministry of the Church possible we need priests in parishes. This ministry needs supporting by congregations.  

A couple of background points: first, when you make your weekly offering on Sunday mornings, or other days you are not paying the Vicar`s wages!  We are all contributing to the deployment of ministry across the whole Diocese (see below). A very small percentage of clergy are “elevated to high office” which brings a rise in income, but most of us remain on a stipend as parish priests. Apart from the usual slight adjustments made each year because of the cost of living, this remains the same throughout our life. The vocation we have is supported “by” the Church “for” the Church.
Second, when you make your weekly offering you are literally making it possible for the Church to have a ministry of priests. Without priests there is no Eucharist/Communion. 
The Church Commissioners (deal in investments to support buildings, pensions, bishops, admin....) make much of the Church of England`s life possible on the ground, but it`s really the giving of Church members that makes the regular ministry of the Church possible, not just here, but in parishes everywhere. Here in Nelson Little Marsden we are part of the Diocese of Blackburn. Together with 250 parishes which stretch from the Irish Sea to the Yorkshire border, from Merseyside and Greater Manchester, and north to Cumbria, we provide Christian presence across almost 900 square miles of North-West England. Every week some 34,000 people gather in our churches to receive the ministry of the Church which God has called to serve as an expression of his presence and love. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]God gives the vocation (the understanding for what He wants the priest to do – as far as he/she is able to understand!) but to have a share in the life of the Church, congregations are asked to give of their resources to make this possible, “....provided for them out of their resources” (Luke 8:1-3)
So, what do you get for your weekly donation? The following is a simple, breakdown of activities. It isn`t possible to give an exhaustive list of details, so this summarises, approximately, the percentage of weekly time given to various activities. 
30% Worship and the preparation of worship
25% Pastoral care
15% School and other children/youth initiatives
10% Administration, governance, communication, preparation of activities and events
10% Community outreach initiatives (Church Urban Fund etc)
5% Nelson Churches in Covenant (activities with other Christian denominations)
5% Pendle Faiths Forum (Christian – Muslim activities) 

Like so much of Christian life, the majority what we do remains hidden. There is so much goodness from Christian people belonging to this parish of Nelson Little Marsden that were it to be taken away overnight, only then would it be noticeable.

I`m deeply indebted to many people for the help and support with the various initiatives here, and hope that you share in the confidence I have about the future of Nelson Little Marsden.  

With my prayers and thanksgiving
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